
COURSE TITLE:  

METHODS FOR SEED ECOLOGICAL STUDIES 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

After a brief theoretical introduction laboratory and field measurements/investigations will 
be carried out dealing with the early stages in the life of plants from ovules to established 
seedlings.  

In details: Predispersal hazards (seed losses due to pollination failure, seed losses due to 
predation, etc). Dispersal (dispersal curves, wind dispersal, endozoochory, epizoochory, 
myrmecochory, etc). Soil seed banks (seed content of soil, seed longevity, ecological 
significance of seed banks). Dormancy (ecological significance of dormancy, types of 
dormancy, dormancy breaking). Seedling establishment (germination experiments, internal 
and external effects influencing germination success, ecologically meaningful germination 
experiments). 
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